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Fin d us donia !
s o c ia l me
The Anniversary Beacon

40 Years
of Merthyr
Housing
Association…

W here it all be gan!

A little bit of history for those of you who can’t quite
remember 40 years ago!
Merthyr Tydfil Housing Association was established in 1977
as a non-profit making Industrial and Provident Society with
non-charitable rules (which were changed to charitable based
rules in 1998).
The first office was based above the Station Café in the town
centre before moving to Milbourne Chambers. In 1997, with the
number of properties and staff growing, the Locomotive Inn was
purchased and converted into offices.
The first house was purchased by the Association in Wyndam
Street, Dowlais. Initially the Association worked in the specific
areas of Dowlais, Aberfan, Troedyrhiw and Cefn Coed, with work
of the Association gradually spreading to include the whole
of the County Borough of Merthyr Tydfil.
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These are some of the developments we have built
or refurbished since we started in June 1977, together
with a little bit about the history and origins of where
the names came from…
Dowlais Stables
The Dowlais Stables were built in 1820 by the
Guest family. The first floor was also used as a
classroom for the children of the puddlers and
hauliers, where they learnt to read and write
for a penny a week, whilst the children of the
foreman paid two pence.
The Stables later fell into decay and the Merthyr Tydfil Heritage
Trust bought the building in 1982 and over the following five
years managed to restore the front façade. In 1987 the building
was sold to the Association who commissioned the erection of 16
flats. In 1989 – just two years later the first residents moved into
the flats, and there is an original tenant still living there today!
The site has also been visited twice by HRH Prince Charles, in 1981
before it was saved from demolition and in 1994 when he planted
a commemorative tree.

Kevin Ryan Court
This is the Associations’ only sheltered housing
complex comprises of 42 flats and two houses
and was officially opened in 1992 by HRH
Princess Diana.
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Enoch Morell Close
This was named after the former mayor of Merthyr, and was
chosen by the children of Troedyrhiw School. Enoch Morell
left school aged 10 to work at the local colliery and later
became a Checkweigher, and was doing this job when he
became mayor aged 45 in 1905.

Trystan Edwards Court
Arthur Trystan Edwards was born in Merthyr Tydfil in 1884.
He was an Architect, and pioneering town planner.

Op en e d in
2005

Glyn Jones Court
He was born in Merthyr Tydfil in 1905 and
was known as a poet, short-story writer,
novelist, translator, and critic. Glyn Jones
Court was opened in 2005 by another
famous Merthyr son – Philip Madoc.

Tai Bach Cottages
It is thought that the site was originally an industrial settlement
associated with the Plymouth Iron company. It apparently
originated in the 18th century as a small road-side settlement,
with two other small settlements added before the middle of
the 19th century. Tai Bach Cottages were officially opened by
the Mayor – Councillor Derek Games in 1990.
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More recent developments include:
Thomas Dyke Close
He was born in Merthyr in 1816. He trained
at Guys and St Thomas’s hospitals and he
was parish surgeon for various Merthyr
districts and for the Dowlais Iron Company.
He was appointed Merthyr’s Medical Officer
of Health in 1865.
The improvements in water supply, sewerage, sanitation,
inspection, and housing – most of them under his guidance,
meant that by the end of the century Merthyr’s average
death rate was less than the average for other industrial
centres and the death rate from infantile diarrhoea for
most of 1865-1900 was the lowest of any town in the
United Kingdom.

Op en e d
in 2 0 19

Thomas Dyke was officially opened by Sir Mansel Alyward
in 2010. Professor Alyward was chair of the Bevan Commission
– an independent expert group set up to oversee NHS reforms.

Glanmor Gardens
This was named after Sir Glanmor Williams
who was one of Wales’ leading historians. He was
knighted for services to Welsh culture in 1995
and five years later he was awarded the freedom
of Merthyr Tydfil. He died in 2005 aged 84.
Glanmor Gardens was officially opened in
2011 by his widow – Lady Fay Williams.
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Corona Court

Op en e d M a y
2 0 16

This development was named following
public consultation with the most popular
choice, Corona Court, the name chosen for
the former pop depot. During the initial site
investigations, it was found that the site was
of historical interest with the stables
associated with the Cyfarthfa & Ynysfach
ironworks once situated there.
The Association worked with Archaeology Wales and
Glamorgan & Gwent Archaeology Trust who advised
and supported on the archaeological significance of
the site and in the excavations and preservation of
the remains of the historic buildings. A brief history
of the site is outlined in the history board located
at the entrance to the Close.

Coming
soon!

Railway Close
Our latest development of 23
new homes in Aberfan, following
community consultation has
been named Railway Close.
Over 70 suggestions were put forward,
with names being closely linked to
the historical significance of the site.
The development is on the site of
a railway which operated from the
1880s until the early 1950s.
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FREE 40th Celebration Trip

Saturday 29th July
Re-enactment displays, musical entertainment,
educational activities, over 60 food producers,
craft stalls, animal marquees, traditional
funfair plus lots more.
Leave Merthyr 9.30am
Leave Caerphilly 1.30pm
To book your space please contact
Nicola Garbett on 01685 352 835 or
07867 359 427 email ngarbett@mtha.org.uk
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Merthyr Housing in

BLOOM
Most Beautiful Garden Competition
No matter how big your garden is, send a picture
of your garden to ngarbett@mtha.org.uk
winner will receive a gardening gift basket.
If you’re not able to email a picture, give us a
ring on 01685 352 800 to come and view your
garden and take a photo to enter.

Closing date 28th June 2017
Winners will be chosen via
a public vote in July.
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Colouring
Competition!

Draw a picture of anything you like bring
your picture in to the office, email a picture to
mtha@mtha.org.uk or post to Nicola Garbett,
11-12 Lower High Street, Merthyr Tydfil, CF46 5HE.
Post a picture on our Facebook or Twitter.

/MerthyrHousing

@MerthyrHousing

Closing date is 28th June
Winners will be chosen via a public vote in July.
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Merthyr Tydfil
Welcomes New
Furniture Revival Store
Several councillors and council officials attended
the opening of The Furniture Revival’s new
Pop
‘Pop Up’ shop in Yew Street, Merthyr Tydfil
on Wednesday 22nd March.

e
in an d ! tak
a look

The opening marks the second
warehouse for the expanding
community focused social
enterprise, which has been
supported by Merthyr Tydfil County
Borough Council’s Meanwhile
Use Scheme and Merthyr Tydfil
Housing Association.

The opening of a shop in Merthyr
Tydfil will help increase access
to its services for individuals and
families seeking affordable home
furnishings and builds on the
success of its larger warehouse
operation based in Rhymney,
in the Caerphilly Borough.

The furniture reuse social
enterprise owned by Groundwork
Wales based in Pontllanfraith,
Blackwood, collect, repair and reuse
furniture and electrical items from
homes, aiming to minimise the
amount of waste going to landfill.

The new shop supports
two new employment roles
within the town and is expected
to increase access to its services
to 250 people per month in line
with its aim of “furnishing
homes for less”.
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The Furniture Revival has
supported over 75 volunteers in the
last 12 months, developing skills
for local employment opportunities
and has created five new jobs
within the organisation within the
past year. This has enabled the
social enterprise to support local
householders, businesses, schools,
and community groups reusing
over 200 tonnes of furniture,
electrical and paint within local
Valleys communities.
The new shop is a fantastic
hub for people in Merthyr wishing
to access our services and buy
reusable items locally, and we
are pleased have to have two
new staff members join our
team and aim to increase the
amount we reuse to support
more people in need of low
cost household furniture .

If you wish to find out more
about our environmental
community work, furniture
reuse or volunteering, please
contact us on 01685 846 830.
Media enquiries to The Furniture
Revival on 01685 846 830 or email
kylie.bell@groundwork.org.uk
@Furniturerevive
/furniturerevivals
Unit 21, Lawn Industrial Estate,
Rhymney, NP22 5PW.

Mert h y r H ousin g
Ten ants w ill receiv
free del ivery e
o f item s.

– Kylie Bell (Business Development
Manager, The Furniture Revival)
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Get in
Touch

Web: www.mtha.org.uk
Email: mtha@mtha.org.uk
Enquiries: 01685 352 800
Text: 01685 722 514

Repairs & Maintenance

Rents

Freephone Number
0800 731 4293

Lisa May
Senior Rent & Financial
Inclusion Officer
01685 352 830

Lower Rate For Mobile Users
03301 239 015
Heating Breakdowns
0800 328 4322
Lower Rate For Mobile Users
03301 239 622
Carbon Monoxide Can Kill!
Make sure you get your
free gas check:
Freephone
0800 328 4322

Maintenance Services
Lynette Evans
Maintenance Officer
01685 352 820
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Julie Collins
Senior Rent & Recovery Assistant
01685 352 822
Adam Jones
Benefits & Arrears Officer
01685 352 824

Community Development
Niki Priest
Tenant & Community
Development Officer
01685 352 804
Carly Litchfield
Tenant & Community
Development Officer
01685 352 836
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Nicola Garbett
Tenant & Community
Development Officer
01685 352 835

Helpful Contacts

Bethan Thomas
Youth Inclusion
Development Officer
01685 352 839

Shelter
01792 469 400

Housing Services

Police
Call 101 to report a crime
and 999 for emergencies

Karina Quinlan/Niki Priest
Tenancy Management Officer
01685 352 814
Jason McInnes
Tenancy Management Officer
01685 352 813
Lianne Farmer
Supported Housing Officer
01685 352 838
Christine Craig
Housing Services Officer
01685 352 825

Domestic Abuse Helpline
0808 801 0800

Care & Repair
01443 693 362

Safer Merthyr Tydfil
01685 353 999
Shop Mobility
01685 373 400
Drug Aid
01685 721 991
Merthyr Women’s Services
01443 693 737 (24 Hour Line)
Welsh Water Emergency
0800 052 0130

Colin Higgins
Dispute Resolution Officer
01685 352 827
Debbie Perszon
Senior Tenancy
Management Officer
01685 352 812
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All Wales Drug
& Alcohol Helpline
24 hours a day 7 days
a week bilingual support
0800 633 5588
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YOUR HOUSING
ASSOCIATION
NEEDS YOU!

TENANT BOARD
BENEFITS TO You:
MEMBERS NEEDED! Access and support
Are you reliable?
Can you spare one
evening a month?
If yes then we need you!

to full training.

Travel and childcare
expenses covered.
Develop your skill base.

For an informal chat or to find
out more call us on 01685 352 800
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